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triple form shall be adored by the learned, so long let
this be renowned on earth as the sacred place of Gaya-
sura, and may resort to it cleanse men of even the sin
of killing Brahmans." Hearing this, the gods, led by
Vishnu, said : " Whatever you ask shall be accomplished.
By offering the funeral cakes, and performing Shradhas
here, persons will translate their ancestors for a hundred
generations, as also themselves, to heaven, where exists
no disease. By worshipping our feet they will attain to
the highest reward in after life."

It is the influence of this legend which leads the people
to visit Gaya to perform the Shradha of their deceased
relatives. And monstrous as the story at first sight'
seems, Dr. Mittra, in his account of Gaya, suggests a
plausible, and at the same time reasonable, explanation
of it. The asuras (literally non-gods) are generally de-
scribed as the enemies of the gods; but Gaya was a
devout worshipper of Vishnu, and thus gained immense
power. Gaya then represented Buddhism, which at one
time threatened the extinction of Hinduism, and by its
simple rites and the abolition of sacrifice, did away with
the necessity of the priests, and cut off their resources.
He was regarded as a heretic, and at that time the Budd-
hist religion extended over as large a portion of India as
is represented by the immense body of the asura. The
headquarters of Buddhism were at Gaya ; the attempt
of the gods to hold down the head of the giant repre-
sents the attempt of the Brahmans to attack the here-
tical system at its great stronghold; and Vishnu's mace
represents the appeal to force where reasoning and the
milder measures had proved of no avail. The gods
blessed the means employed, and made what was once
the head of a heretical creed the most beneficial place of
pilgrimage for the faithful.